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promising work of the U.N.’s Commission on
Sustainable Development. We are working to
make sure that all nations meet their commit-
ments under the Global Climate Convention.
We are seeking to complete negotiations on an
accord to prevent the world’s deserts from fur-
ther expansion. And we seek to strengthen the
World’s Health Organization’s efforts to combat
the plague of AIDS, which is not only killing
millions but also exhausting the resources of na-
tions that can least afford it.

Let us make a new commitment to the
world’s children. It is tragic enough that 1.5
million children died as a result of wars over
the past decade. But it is far more unforgivable
that during that same period, 40 million children
died from diseases completely preventable with
simply vaccines or medicine. Every day, this day,
as we meet here, over 30,000 of the world’s
children will die of malnutrition and disease.

Our UNICEF Director, Jim Grant, has re-
minded me that each of those children had a
name and a nationality, a family, a personality,
and a potential. We are compelled to do better
by the world’s children. Just as our own Nation
has launched new reforms to ensure that every
child has adequate health care, we must do
more to get basic vaccines and other treatment
for curable diseases to children all over the
world. It’s the best investment we’ll ever make.

We can find new ways to ensure that every
child grows up with clean drinkable water, that
most precious commodity of life itself. And the
U.N. can work even harder to ensure that each
child has at least a full primary education, and
I mean that opportunity for girls as well as boys.

And to ensure a healthier and more abundant
world, we simply must slow the world’s explosive
growth in population. We cannot afford to see
the human waste doubled by the middle of the
next century. Our Nation has, at last, renewed
its commitment to work with the United Nations

to expand the availability of the world’s family
planning education and services. We must en-
sure that there is a place at the table for every
one of our world’s children. And we can do
it.

At the birth of this organization 48 years ago,
another time of both victory and danger, a gen-
eration of gifted leaders from many nations
stepped forward to organize the world’s efforts
on behalf of security and prosperity. One Amer-
ican leader during that period said this: It is
time we steered by the stars rather than by
the light of each passing ship. His generation
picked peace, human dignity, and freedom.
Those are good stars; they should remain the
highest in our own firmament.

Now history has granted to us a moment of
even greater opportunity, when old dangers are
ebbing and old walls are crumbling, future gen-
erations will judge us, every one of us, above
all, by what we make of this magic moment.
Let us resolve that we will dream larger, that
we will work harder so that they can conclude
that we did not merely turn walls to rubble
but instead laid the foundation for great things
to come.

Let us ensure that the tide of freedom and
democracy is not pushed back by the fierce
winds of ethnic hatred. Let us ensure that the
world’s most dangerous weapons are safely re-
duced and denied to dangerous hands. Let us
ensure that the world we pass to our children
is healthier, safer, and more abundant than the
one we inhabit today.

I believe—I know that together we can extend
this moment of miracles into an age of great
work and new wonders.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the Gen-
eral Assembly Hall.

Remarks at a United Nations Luncheon in New York City
September 27, 1993

[Inaudible]—of all the heads of state here,
we thank you for your warm and eloquent
words, for your gentle urging to us to do better
by the United Nations, and for the hospitality
and vision which you have brought to your work.

We have seen so many changes in the world
in the last few years, indeed in the last few
weeks. I saw the Foreign Minister of Israel here
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and could not help remembering again the
magic ceremony on the South Lawn of the
White House 2 weeks ago today and the hand-
shake that electrified the world.

Seven months from today, black and white
South Africans will join in casting their votes
for a genuine multiracial democracy and a new
future for that long-troubled land. New possibili-
ties for peace and progress unfold almost daily.
And the United Nations will clearly play a cen-
tral role in confronting the challenges and seiz-
ing the opportunities of this new era.

Eleanor Roosevelt, a First Lady of ours who
once played a vital role in the birth of the
United Nations, described the United Nations
as a bridge, a bridge that could join different
people despite their differences. Today, the traf-
fic across that bridge is brisk and crowded in-
deed. As with our own Nation and Russia, peo-
ples who once rarely met each other halfway,

now increasingly join to walk across that bridge
shoulder-to-shoulder, joined in common efforts
to solve common problems.

As this grand bridge reaches nearly half a
century in age, we need to modernize and
strengthen it, but let us not lose sight of how
dramatically the view from that bridge has im-
proved. We can see new possibilities for conflict
resolution. We can look toward new break-
throughs and the efforts to make progress
against humankind’s oldest problems: poverty,
hunger, and disease. We can envision an era
of increasing peace.

Those are the sights which have driven the
U.N.’s vision since its creation. Today, I suggest
that we all raise our glass in a toast to make
those visions new and real.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:23 p.m. at the
United Nations.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Morihiro
Hosokawa of Japan in New York City
September 27, 1993

The President. Good afternoon. This has been
an exceptional day, and both the Prime Minister
and I had the honor to speak before the 48th
General Assembly of the United Nations at the
dawn of a new era. I’m especially pleased to
have had the opportunity today to have a good
conversation with Prime Minister Hosokawa.
We’ve just renewed our acquaintance and dis-
cussed many of the issues of great importance
to both our nations. I look forward to working
with him in the months ahead to make sure
that the issues that we’re working on together
bear fruit.

I want to begin by saying that I feel a great
deal of respect and affinity for the Prime Min-
ister. We are both former Governors. We were
both elected by our countries with a mandate
for change. Our two peoples recognized instinc-
tively that we’ve entered a watershed period in
our history, when both Japan and the United
States must make changes that are long overdue.

My meeting with the Prime Minister per-
suaded me that he is indeed, as he said in
his campaign, committed to change for the ben-
efit of his people. And I hope that the changes

he brings to Japan can help to redefine the
relationships between our two countries in ways
that improve the economic difficulties which we
have had but strengthen the longstanding secu-
rity and political relationships which have
brought peace and security to the entire Pacific
region.

The meeting that we had offered me the op-
portunity to reiterate my commitment for that
relationship and to explore a lot of the issues
that we are both concerned about. We pledged
to cooperate on a whole range of global issues,
especially including the Middle East peace
agreement, and I thanked the Prime Minister
for the announcement he made in his speech
today of aid from Japan to implement that
agreement.

We also shared a common sense of urgency
to successfully complete the Uruguay round of
GATT by December 15th. And I look forward
to welcoming the Prime Minister to Seattle later
this fall when we will gather to promote Asian
economic integration through the APEC meet-
ing that the United States will host.

We discussed in particular the area of U.S.-
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